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seems to have been paralysed by the political
disasters at home.

Although he and Eugene commanded 120,000
men, they failed to achieve anything of substan-
tial military importance and thereby abandoned
the last chance of forcing Louis XIV to sue for
peace on the abject terms of which they both
approved.

While Marlborough was being reduced to stale-
mate in Flanders, Godolphin was being steadily
outmanoeuvred in London. Slowly but surely
Queen Anne, acting on Harley's advice, under-
mined the Whigs. The proud Junto of 1708
crumpled before a series of oblique attacks and
up went the cry of " Sauve qui pent! " The Duke
of Somerset and the Earl of Halifax were detached
from their Cabinet colleagues ; to the Duke of
Newcastle, another " moderate," Harley held
out the promise of a reconstructed coalition
Ministry similar to that of 1702. On August 7
Queen Anne struck her boldest blow : she dis-
missed without a kind word her Lord Treasurer
Godolphin who had served his country with
single-minded devotion for eight years. But still
the leading Whigs clung to their offices, incapable
of perceiving the rising storm. Even Harley
himself did not appreciate how strong the Tory
reaction of the electorate would be. But Shrews-
bury saw the one big issue when he told the
Austrian Ambassador that " England is badly
in need of peace." When in the autumn the
General Election took place, Anne showed that
she had correctly interpreted the trend of